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SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT                             

Port Autonome de Cotonou Tel: +229-312890 
Boite Postale 927                    +229-314387 
Cotonou   Tlx: 5004 DIRPORT 
Benin     
 
 
COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY 

Ministry of Transport Tel: +229-21 31 58 45 
National Oil Spill Response Centre of the Department of the   +229-21 31 46 69 
Merchant Navy                   Fax: +229 21 31 54 
01 BP 1234  +229 21 31 61 11 
Cotonou   E-Mail: marimarc@intnet.bj 
 
RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS 

Responsibility for dealing with oil spills lies with the Ministry of Transport, Department of Merchant Marine 
(Ministere des Transports, Direction de la Marine Marchande). The Ministry may devolve this to the local 
coastal administrations. 
 
 
RESPONSE POLICY 

According to information received from GI WACAF (January 2008), a national oil spill contingency plan 
has been developed by the National Oil Spill Response Centre and the National Oil Spill Response 
Committee (CNLPMA) and officially approved, but we are unaware of further details.  It is likely that 
dispersant use would be restricted in fishing areas and within the coastal lagoons where water turnover is 
limited.  Manual cleaning of shorelines is likely to be the most effective response in Benin. No specialist 
facilities exist for dealing with oily wastes, and landfill is the most viable option. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT 

Government 

There is no dedicated oil spill response equipment available in Benin. The military would provide aircraft 
for surveillance and monitoring duties.  
 
Private 

A variety of earth moving and agricultural equipment suitable for beach cleaning, and labour, are available 
commercially.  
 
 
PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE 

There do not appear to have been any major spills in Benin. 
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CONVENTIONS 

Prevention & Safety Spill Response Compensation 
MARPOL    Annexes 
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* not yet in force    
* in force from 5 February 2011 
 
REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

Abidjan Convention (with states of the West and Central African Region). 
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Terms & Conditions 

 
These Country Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information 
obtained from a variety of sources over a period of time.  This information is subject to change and 
should, in each case, be independently verified before reliance is placed on it. Country Profiles 
may have been re-issued solely to incorporate additional or revised information under one heading 
only.  Each Profile has therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at the 
stated Date of Issue. 
 
The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (“ITOPF”) hereby excludes, to the 
fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any person, corporation or other 
entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance on or use of these Country Profiles. 
 
©The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (ITOPF) 2000. 
 
These Country Profiles may be reproduced by any means for non-commercial distribution without 
addition, deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgement of the source is given and these 
Terms & Conditions are reproduced in full.   
 
These Country Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of ITOPF either 
for commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment. 
 

 


