
 

COUNTRY PROFILES
RUSSIAN 

FEDERATION 

A Summary of Oil Spill Response Arrangements
& Resources Worldwide

  
 

 

©The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (ITOPF) 2009.  
This Country Profile is subject to the accompanying Terms & Conditions. 

Available on the Internet at www.itopf.com/country_profiles 

 

 
 
SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT      

State Maritime Search and Rescue Coordination  Tel: +7 495 926 1055 
Centre (SMRCC) +7 495 926 1052 
1 Bld 1 Rozhdestvenka Str Fax: +7 495 926 1346/623 7476 
Moscow 109012  
  
Novorossiysk Maritime Search and Rescue Tel: +7 861 7676419  676417 
Coordination Centre +7 861 7619424 (for emergencies only) 
1, Adm. Serebraykova Str.  E-Mail: GMSSB1@mapn.morflot.ru  
Novorossiysk 353900, Krasnodar Region  GMSSB3@mapn.mprflot.ru 
 Fax: +7 861 7239600 
 Tlx: INMARSAT B: 
 Tel: 8617 3273 25510 
 Tlx: 8617 3273 25518 
 MMSI DSC 002734411 
  
  
Maritime Rescue and Coordination Centre Tel: +7 812 32741 45 
St Petersburg Fax: +7 812 327 4146 
10 Gapsalskaya Str., St.Peterburg, 198035 Tlx: 121512 RCC RU 
 INMARSAT 761 319893 
 MMSI DSC 002733700 
 E-Mail: mrcc@mail.pasp.ru 
  
Maritime Rescue and Coordination Centre Tel: +7 815 2480220   488307 
Murmansk Fax: +7 815 2428307 
19 Portovy proezd, Murmank, 183024 810 47 789 107 33 (Norge line) 
 Tlx: 126178 mapmu.ru 
 Inmarsat “Mini-M”762137155 
 MMSI DSC 0022734420 
 E-Mail: rcc@mapmu.ru 
  
Maritime Rescue and Coordination Centre Tel: +7 818 2637100/208921 
Arkangelsk Fax: +7 8182  637460 
6 Karl Marks Str., Arkangelsk, 163061 Tlx: 242235 242278 VEGA RU 
 Inmarsat Fax/tel 492509110 
 MMSI DSC 002734414 
 E-Mail: rcc@mapa.ru 
  
Maritime Rescue and Coordination Centre Tel/Fax: +7 4232 497401/ 227782                           
Vladivostok Tlx: 213155 MRF RU 
3, Nizneportovay Str. Vladivostok, 690090 MMSI DSC 002734412 
 Inmarsat-C 492500379 MAPV 
 Inmarsat-M 761320633, 761320634 
 E-Mail: vldvmrcc@vld.pma.ru 
  
Maritime Rescue and Coordination Subcentre Tel: +7 4152 412880 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy Fax: +7 4152 412397 
26/1 Radiosvyazy Str. Petropavlovsk-Kamchatski, 
683000 

Tlx: 244138 RSCPK RU 
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Maritime Rescue and Coordination Subcentre Tel: + 7 4242 78 5724 
Uzhno-Sakhalinsk Fax: + 7 4242 72 2341 
18, Vokzalnya Str. Uzhno-sakhalinsk, 693000 E-Mail: msps@Sakhalin.ru 
 Inm-c tel 427311122 
 MMSI 002733733 
 (DSC)  
  
Maritime Rescue and Coordination Subcenter Tel: + 7 4112 53 84 70/579475 
Kaliningrad Fax: +7 4112 47 11 99 
59 Portovaya Str., Kaliningrad, 236003 Tlx.:  MMSI DSC 002734417 
 E-Mail: mrcc@mapkld.ru 
 Tlx MMSI DSC 002734417 
  
  
 

COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY 

State Marine Pollution Control, Salvage and Rescue Tel: +7 495 959 4695 
Administration (MPCSA) +7 495 953 9929 
Ministry of Transport of Russian Federation Fax: +7 495 959 46 94 
3/6, Petrovka, Moscow, 125993  
 Tlx: 411197 MORFLOT RF 
 E-Mail: mpcsa@morflot.ru- 
 
 
RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS 

The State Marine Pollution Control, Salvage and Rescue Administration (MPCSA), of the Ministry of 
Transport, is the national authority responsible for responding to marine pollution incidents. The MPCSA 
initiated the development of a revised national contingency plan in the late 1990s.  The “Federal 
Contingency Plan on Oil Spill Prevention and Response at Sea“ was adopted by the Ministry of Transport, 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Ministry of Civil Defence, Emergencies and Disaster Response 
(EMERCOM) in July 2003. The Plan is in compliance with IMO Guidelines on Contingency Planning.  
There are three levels of planning: local, regional and federal. Ports, oil terminals and harbours have local 
contingency plans and capabilities which, if exceeded, can be supplemented by regional plans and 
resources. The latter are coordinated by MPCSA and Administrations of the Federation.  
 
 Parallel to the NOSCP, Russia has participated in the development of plans for the following sea regions: 
the Baltic Sea, Black Sea, North-West Pacific Ocean and Caspian Sea.  Regional plans for the Sakhalin 
region and the Barents Sea region have also been initiated, but are not yet finalised.  
 
The MPCSA is responsible for the establishment, organisation and operation of the marine rescue and 
salvage services, including Marine Rescue Coordination Centres (MRCC). These centres serve as the 
focal point for communication during marine spill incidents. Any oil spill which enters the marine 
environment should be reported immediately to the nearest MRCC. If the oil spill is beyond the capability 
of the local or regional resources to deal with, it is the responsibility of the MPCSA and EMERCOM to 
mobilise the Russian Federation’s Tier 2 and Tier 3 capabilities.   
 
EMERCOM is responsible for coordinating the different organisations (emergency and salvage services) 
involved in oil spill (Tier 3) combating operations (eg the navy, frontier guard, air forces, local authorities) 
and in particular to take charge of land-based clean-up. 
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The MPCSA has overall responsibility for the management of the Basin (Regional) Salvage and Towage 
Company (BASU).  BASU consists of state owned companies providing salvage and towage services 
when needed in the appropriate marine basin.  The companies are the operational arm of the regional 
spill response set-up and are the owners of dedicated vessels and spill response equipment. 
 
RESPONSE POLICY 

The general oil spill strategy is as follows: Tier 1 spills should be treated by mechanical means if weather 
conditions allow.  For Tier 2 and Tier 3 incidents all response methods are permitted, including dispersant 
use and in-situ burning, depending on the circumstances.  Dispersants must be preapproved by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources, the Ministry of Health and the Fisheries Committee. In-situ burning is 
employed on rare occasions and is subject to approval by the same bodies. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT 

Government 
Ports, oil terminals and harbours hold stocks of oil recovery equipment commensurate with local spill risk.  
The ports of Murmansk and St Petersburg have specialised pollution response vessels and suitably 
equipped supply vessels.  The ports of Vladivostok and Sakhalin also have equipped supply vessels. 
Other specific pollution equipment includes offshore booms and skimmers, oil trawls and portable pumps 
located at various ports.  
 
Private 
The first known commercial contractor was Ecoshelf Ltd, founded in the Russian Far East in June 1997 to 
service the beginning of oil and gas production on the Sakhalin Shelf.  It operates out of a head office in 
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk and has support bases and branches in Nogliki, Korsakov, De-Kastri, Vanino, 
Vladivostok and Moscow.  Ecoshelf has a variety of response equipment and vessels.  A similar 
organisation has also been founded in Russian Black Sea Area, Baltic Sea Area and Caspian Sea Area.  
 
 
PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE 

Although there have been no major marine oil spills in the last ten years, a number of medium spills (up to 
200 tonnes) have occurred. The former USSR collaborated with neighbouring countries under bilateral 
and regional agreements following two incidents in the Baltic Sea (ANTONIO GRAMSCI, 1987 and 
VOLGONEFT 263, 1990). 
 
 
CONVENTIONS 

    
Prevention & Safety Spill Response Compensation 
MARPOL    Annexes 
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REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

Helsinki Agreement (with countries bordering the Baltic Sea).  
Bucharest Convention (with countries bordering the Black Sea). 
Bilateral agreement with the U.S.A. (covering the Bering Sea and Chukchi Sea).  
Bilateral agreement with Norway for the Barents Sea. 
Bilateral agreement with Finland for the Gulf of Finland. 
Framework Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea (Azerbaijan, I R 
Iran, Kazakhstan, Russian Federation, Turkmenistan) 
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Terms & Conditions 
 

These Country Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information obtained from a variety of 
sources over a period of time.  This information is subject to change and should, in each case, be independently verified 
before reliance is placed on it. Country Profiles may have been re-issued solely to incorporate additional or revised 
information under one heading only.  Each Profile has therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at 
the stated Date of Issue. 
 
The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (“ITOPF”) hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by 
applicable law, any and all liability to any person, corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from 
reliance on or use of these Country Profiles. 
 
©The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (ITOPF) 2009. 
 
These Country Profiles may be reproduced by any means for non-commercial distribution without addition, deletion or 
amendment, provided an acknowledgement of the source is given and these Terms & Conditions are reproduced in full.   
 
These Country Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of ITOPF either for commercial 
distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment. 
 

 


