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SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT                               

Swedish Coast Guard, Central Headquarters  
Box 536, Tel: +46-455 35 3400/3535 
Karlskrona S-37123 Fax: +46-455 10521/81275 

                                                                                                             Web:    www.coastguard.se 
 
 
COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY 

Swedish Coast Guard (for Oil & HNS) Tel: +46-455 35 3400 
as above Fax: +46-455 10521 

 
 
RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS 

The Swedish Coast Guard (SCG), an independent civil authority under the Ministry of Defence, has 
national responsibility for dealing with spills of oil and other harmful substances in Swedish waters and in 
the Vänern, Vättern and Mälaren lakes. 
 
The Coast Guard operates 25 stations along the coastline, divided into four regions, each of which has a 
24-hour command centre. Operational command is undertaken by the commander of the regional centre. 
In serious incidents, command may by be assumed by Central Headquarters. 
 
Central responsibility for shorelines, municipal harbours and some private harbours is with the National 
Rescue Services Agency (SRV). This is delegated to the relevant local fire brigades and other local 
agencies for any resulting clean-up. In major incidents, a response commander from the county 
authorities coordinates the response of affected authorities. Coordination of land and sea activities is 
achieved through close contact between the relevant Commanders. 
 
The Coast Guard has developed a national contingency plan and the relevant County Administrations 
have developed sensitivity atlases. 
 
 
RESPONSE POLICY 

Sweden gives priority to mechanical recovery methods. The use of dispersants is allowed as a last resort 
option. Official authorisation from the Swedish Coast Guard would be required prior to dispersant use.  
 
 
EQUIPMENT 

Government 

The Swedish Coast Guard has a sizeable fleet of oil recovery vessels, some of which are designed for 
sustained operations at sea. Additional resources comprising booms, recovery devices, sorbents and 
lightering equipment are distributed amongst 6 coastal sites. The Coast Guard also operate fixed-wing 
aircraft equipped with remote sensors. Sweden does not maintain any vessel or aircraft dispersant 
application capability, nor hold any dispersant stockpiles.  

 
Private 

The provincial authorities require oil terminals and other oil handling facilities to maintain a reasonable 
amount of oil spill response equipment.  
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PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE 

The Swedish Coast Guard has considerable experience of responding to major spills including the 
TSESIS (1977), ANTONIO GRAMSCI (1979) and VOLGONEFT 263 (1990). In the latter incident, a 
combined response was organised under the Helsinki Convention. 
 
 
HAZARDOUS & NOXIOUS SUBSTANCES 

The competent authority for dealing with marine pollution involving HNS is the Swedish Coast Guard.  
Sweden covers response to HNS in its NCP and has made a risk assessment that includes marine 
transport of HNS.  The Swedish Coast Guard has specialised response teams for marine incidents 
involving HNS, consisting of 70 emergency responders trained for water diving, fire fighting and chemical 
spill response.  The SCG also has a contract with six municipal fire brigades along the coastline, each of 
which can provide a team of six fire fighters that are specially trained for HNS response at sea.  Sweden 
has specialised equipment for monitoring marine spills of HNS.  It has a chemical recovery vessel on 
order for 2009, and several of its oil response vessels have an over pressure system and special gas filter 
for use in hazardous atmospheres.  Sweden has been involved in one previous marine incident with HNS, 
MARTINA (2000, hydrochloric acid).  (Information from EMSA, 2008) 

 

CONVENTIONS 
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REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

Bonn Agreement (with countries bordering the North Sea). 
Helsinki Convention (with countries bordering the Baltic Sea). 
Copenhagen Agreement (with Denmark, Finland, Iceland & Norway). 
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Terms & Conditions 
 

These Country Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information obtained from a variety of 
sources over a period of time.  This information is subject to change and should, in each case, be independently verified 
before reliance is placed on it. Country Profiles may have been re-issued solely to incorporate additional or revised 
information under one heading only.  Each Profile has therefore not necessarily been completely verified or updated as at 
the stated Date of Issue. 
 
The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (“ITOPF”) hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by 
applicable law, any and all liability to any person, corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from 
reliance on or use of these Country Profiles. 
 
©The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (ITOPF) 2011. 
 
These Country Profiles may be reproduced by any means for non-commercial distribution without addition, deletion or 
amendment, provided an acknowledgement of the source is given and these Terms & Conditions are reproduced in full.   
 
These Country Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of ITOPF either for commercial 
distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment. 
 

 


