COUNTRY & TERRITORY PROFILES

A Summary of Oil Spill Response Arrangements
& Resources Worldwide

TUNISIA

SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT

Le Service National de Surveillance Cétiere (SNSC) Tel: +216 1 766330
Le Base Navale de la Goulette +216 1 736160
Tunis +216 1 736904

COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY

Agence Nationale de Protection de I'Environnment (ANPE) Tel: +216-1 704347
Centre Urbain Nord, 15 rue 7051 cité Essalem +216-7 1233600
2080 Tunis — Ariana Fax: +216-1 708230
(for oil & HNS) +216 71 232 811

E-mail: boc@mineat.gov.tn
Ministére du Transport Tel: +216 71 806 362
Direction Générale de la Marine Marchande +216 71 772 110
Avenue 7 novembre Fax :+216 71 806 413
BP 179 Tunis CEDEX 2035 +216 71 807 203

E-mail: mtr@ministeres.tn
RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS

A national contingency plan was prepared in March 1996, covering two levels of emergency - national
and regional. The plan was prepared by the National Committee for the prevention and fight against
marine pollution presided over by the Minister for the Environment. Port, oil handling facilities and
offshore platforms should all hold contingency plans approved by the Environment Department.

Under the plan any major response would be coordinated by the National Committee, under the lead
of the Environment Minister. Members of the committee include SNSC, ANPE, Garde Nationale
Maritime, Direction Geénerale de la Marine Marchande, Office des Ports Nationaux de Tunisie and
Direction Génerale de I'Energie.

On a local level, the district governors assisted by the emergency committee would be responsible for
organising the clean-up, assisted by the Ministry of the Interior (Civil Protection) for shoreline clean-up
and the Navy and Ministry of Transport for at sea response.

A list of sensitive areas is attached to the plan.

A review of contingency planning arrangements has recently been undertaken by outside consultants.

RESPONSE POLICY

No dispersant use policy has been defined. However, containment and recovery of oil at sea is a
preferred option together with protection of sensitive areas and shoreline clean-up.
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EQUIPMENT

Government

Existing government response resources are not fully known. However, in conjunction with a recent
review of response arrangements, a significant amount of equipment has been placed with the Ports
of Tunis and Sfax including: dispersant; spraying and containment & recovery equipment; and fire
boom. The Tunisian Navy also has some containment & recovery equipment at Tunis.

Private

It would appear that most oil terminals in Tunisia hold small amounts of equipment for handling
operational spills. Ecumed has boom, skimmers, floating storage tanks and sorbent at Zarzis.

PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE

Tunisia has experienced a number of small spills from tankers, viz. BLOSSOM (1980), BLUE SEA
(1992) and ALCANTARA (1994). Following a grounding in the Bay of Biscay in 2005, general cargo
ship MSC AL AMINE spilt an unconfirmed amount of bunker fuel which contaminated a 1.5km stretch
of cobble and boulder shoreline. Bulk oil was removed by manual means within 10 days. A specialist
French contractor was mobilised to carry out secondary cleaning.

HAZARDOUS AND NOXIOUS SUBSTANCES (HNS)

The spill notification point and competent national authority are the same as for oil spills. Tunisia has
had no experience of HNS incidents. Details of contingency arrangements for HNS are not known.

CONVENTIONS

Prevention & Safety Spill Response Compensation

MARPOL Annexes OPRC | OPRC CLC Fund | Supp | HNS* Bunker
73/78 Il IV V. VI '90 -HNS | '69 76 '92 [ ‘92 | Fund
v | v | v | v | v v | | v v v

* not yet in force
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REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS

Barcelona Convention (with states bordering the Mediterranean).

For further information see also REMPEC (Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea)
Country Profile (http://www.rempec.org/country.asp?cid=20&IDS=2_1&daNme=General%?20Information&openNum=1)

Date of issue: December 2011
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