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SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT 

Bulgarian Maritime Administration Directorate – Varna Tel: +359 52 684 954 
Control and Protection of the Marine Environment,  Fax: +359 52 602 378 
Search & Rescue Department Email: Mep_vn@marad.bg 
5 Primorski bvd   
Varna 9000   
   
Bulgarian Maritime Administration Directorate “Maritime  Tel: +359 56 87 57 70 
Administration” - Burgas Fax: +359 56 602 378 
Control and Protection of the Marine Environment Department Email: Mep_bs@marad.bg 
3 Kniaz Al. Batenberg str.   
Bourgas 8000   
 

 
COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY  

Ministry of Transport, Inf. Tech. & Communications  (for oil & HNS) Tel:  359 2 930 0910 or 
Maritime Administration - Central Office – Sofia     359 2 930 0950   
9 Diakon Ignatiy St.  Fax:  359 2 930 0920 
1000 Sofia      
 
Ministry of Environment and Waters   Tel:  359 2 87 6151 or 
22 Maria Louiza Blvd  359 2 843 4178 or 
1000 Sofia        882 577/980 9975 
 Fax:  359 2 521 634 
 
 

RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS 

A Bulgarian National Oil Spill Emergency Contingency Plan was prepared by the Advisory Group of 
the Environment and Safety Aspects of Shipping, coordinated by the Emergency Response Activity 
Center in Varna.  The Plan was approved by the Minister of Transport in December 2001. 
 
Under the NCP, the Permanent Commission for Protection of Population in Case of Natural Disasters 
and Significant Industrial Accidents to the Council of Ministers would analyse national-level readiness 
for preventing and mitigating the consequences of disasters and accidents, including oil pollution; it 
would activate and deactivate the NCP and take decisions for requesting international assistance.  
The state agency Civil Defence would be responsible for on-shore response activities through the 
Coastal Emergency and Rescue Squadron (CERS).  The executive agency Maritime Administration, 
part of the Ministry of Transport, would organise and carry out oil spill response activities in the 
Bulgarian region of the Black Sea, conduct off-shore operations through the Marine Emergency and 
Rescue Squadron (MERS) and carry out activities for determining the source of pollution and 
sanctioning offenders if pollution is caused by navigation.  The Navy, part of the Ministry of Defence, 
would carry out air surveillance and provide additional communications.  The Regional Inspectorates 
on Environment and Waters, part of the Ministry of Environment and Waters (MOEW), would monitor 
the condition of the waters and give directions for mitigating the pollution and its consequences.  The 
shipowner may be required to assist with the organisation and funding of the response.  The NCP is 
routinely exercised. 
 
Oil spill contingency plans exist for the Varna and Bourgas regions, which together cover the entire 
local municipalities who have jurisdiction for shoreline clean-up. 
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The Maritime Administration in Varna is host to the Emergency Response Activity Centre established 
as part of the Black Sea Convention. This is linked to other Black Sea nations to facilitate response to 
spills in the region and for training and R&D activities. 
 
 
RESPONSE POLICY 

Containment and recovery is the favoured option for response at sea and manual/mechanical 
techniques for the shorelines. Dispersants are prohibited in waters with a depth of less than 25 
metres, in areas without currents and at water temperatures under 10 °C. Permission for their use in 
other circumstances must be obtained from the Ministry of Environment and Waters. 
 
Temporary and final disposal sites for recovered oil and oily debris would be determined by MOEW, 
local authorities and the Ministry of Health. 
 
EQUIPMENT 

Stockpiles of response equipment are held by Marine Antipollution Enterprise Ltd. They hold booms, 
skimmers and a number of specialist oil and debris recovery vessels. About 40% of the equipment is 
held in Varna and 60% in Bourgas. The oil industry holds only short lengths of containment boom, and 
has access to vacuum trucks. There are no other specialist oil spill response contractors. 
 
Bulgaria does not maintain any vessel or aircraft dispersant application capability nor does it hold any 
dispersant stockpiles. 
 
Labour is readily available from municipalities and commercial contractors. Mechanical equipment - 
for earth movement and waste handling - and transport are locally available from both municipalities 
and building contractors. 
 
Small vessels and tugs are available locally at the ports and several elderly barges and slop tankers 
are also operated. Aircraft for aerial surveillance is available from military sources. 
 
 
PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE 

The UNIREA (1982) spilt an unknown quantity of bunkers after exploding off Cape Kaliakra. Skimming 
vessels collected some oil, and dispersant was applied to other areas. The KRITI LAND (1987) spilt 
40-100 tons of crude at the Druzba terminal, Bourgas. The majority of this was mechanically 
recovered but some impacted local coastlines. 
 
HAZARDOUS & NOXIOUS SUBSTANCES (HNS) 
 
Maritime Administration is the competent authority for dealing with marine pollution involving HNS.   
Bulgaria’s capability for responding to HNS spills is very limited and mainly relies on the same 
resources as for oil pollution response. There are no special storage devices or storage arrangements 
in place for recovered HNS. Floating cranes and barges may be used for recovery and as a temporary 
storage of packaged goods.  The development of a policy regarding HNS marine pollution has been 
initiated and will, after a risk assessment, become part of the NCP.  A contingency plan for response 
to harmful substances other than oil has been initiated for the Black Sea.  Bulgaria has not been 
involved in any major marine accidents involving HNS, only a small incident has occurred, ODIN 
(2005, styrene) (Information from EMSA, 2008).   
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CONVENTIONS 

Prevention & Safety Spill Response Compensation 
MARPOL    Annexes 

73/78     III      IV     V         VI 
OPRC

'90 
OPRC-

HNS 
CLC 

'69      '76      '92 
Fund 
‘92 

HNS* Bunker 

             
*not yet in force   
 

 
REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

Bucharest Convention, or the Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution, 1992 
(with countries bordering the Black Sea). 
 
Odessa Declaration, or the Ministerial Declaration on the Protection of the Black Sea, 1993 (with 
countries bordering the Black Sea). 
 
Strategic Action Plan for the Rehabilitation and Protection of the Black Sea, 1996 (with countries 
bordering the Black Sea). 
 
Sofia Declaration, 2002 – Declaration of the Ministers of Environment of the Contracting Parties to the 
Convention for the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution 
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