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SPILL NOTIFICATION POINT 

Disaster Management Coordination Agency (DMCA) Tel: +1 664 491 7166 
PO Box 177 Fax : +1 664 491 8013 
Plymouth, Montserrat E-Mail : coc@candw.ag 
 
 
COMPETENT NATIONAL AUTHORITY  

Disaster Management Coordination Agency (DMCA) Tel: +1 664 491 7166 
PO Box 177 Fax : +1 664 491 8013 
Plymouth, Montserrat E-Mail : coc@candw.ag 
   
Governor’s Office Tel : +1 664 491 2688 
Brades Fax : +1 664 491 4553 
Plymouth, Montserrat   
   
Public Works Department Tel :  +1 664 491 

2438/9/2521 
Brades Fax : +1 664 491 4553 
Montserrat   
 
 
RESPONSE ARRANGEMENTS 

The lead agency for government control during an oil spill is the Disaster Management Coordination 
Agency (DMCA) in the Office of the Chief Minister. The Commissioner of the Royal Montserrat Police 
would act as On Scene Commander (OSC), and an existing Emergency Operations Centre in Police 
HQ would be activated as the operations centre for the response.   As lead agency, the DMCA would 
be responsible for convening a pollution committee to oversee clean-up operations, comprising 
representatives from the Royal Montserrat Police, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, the 
Department of the Environment, the Montserrat Defence Force, the Department of Public Works and 
local oil companies.   
 
A National Oil Spill Contingency Plan was drafted in 1996 in accordance with procedures set out in the 
Caribbean Island OPRC Plan. In practice, government would call upon the industry for the first tier of 
response, after which assistance would be sought from the UK and from adjacent Caribbean Island 
states. 
 
 
RESPONSE POLICY 

The response policy is based on the combined approach of containment/recovery, chemical 
dispersion and manual and mechanical cleaning of contaminated tourist beaches.   
 
Disposal of oily wastes is controlled by the Department of the Environment. Contaminated beach 
material and debris could be landfilled at the Montserrat public refuse tip, probably co-disposed with 
domestic refuse to encourage natural degradation. Large volumes of recovered liquid oil would have 
to be exported for final treatment and disposal. 
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EQUIPMENT 

Government 

The government has no specialised equipment. However, the Department of Public Works is 
responsible for locating local labour and mechanical earthmoving equipment. 
 
Private 

Only very limited resources for oil spill response, held by Texaco West Indies, are located on 
Montserrat. Texaco WI is also a member of Clean Caribbean & Americas (CCA) in Florida, whose 
response resources would be available at Texaco's request. No specialist oil spill cleanup contractors 
are locally available.  
 
Only small fishing vessels and local launches are available to assist with at sea response. Helicopters 
and fixed wing aircraft for air surveillance are not available in Montserrat, but are available from 
nearby Antigua. 
 
Heavy counter pollution equipment from CCA and/or OSRLEARL would have to be shipped via St 
Maarten.  Salvage, heavy powered tug boats are available at St Eustatius. 
 
 
PREVIOUS SPILL EXPERIENCE 

Previous spills in the area have been minor, mainly comprising a few gallons of fuel from commercial 
and fishing vessels.  
 
 
CONVENTIONS 

Prevention & Safety Spill Response Compensation 
MARPOL    Annexes 

73/78     III      IV      V      VI 
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  * not yet in force   
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REGIONAL AND BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

Montserrat is not a party to any regional or bilateral agreements. 
 
 

Date of issue: June 2008 
 

 
 

Terms & Conditions 
 

These Country & Territory Profiles are provided in good faith as a guide only and are based on information obtained from a 
variety of sources over a period of time.  This information is subject to change and should, in each case, be independently 
verified before reliance is placed on it. Country & Territory Profiles may have been re-issued solely to incorporate additional 
or revised information under one heading only.  Each Profile has therefore not necessarily been completely verified or 
updated as at the stated Date of Issue. 
 
ITOPF Limited (“ITOPF”) hereby excludes, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all liability to any 
person, corporation or other entity for any loss, damage or expense resulting from reliance on or use of these Country & 
Territory Profiles. 
 
©ITOPF Limited 2018 
 
These Country & Territory Profiles may be reproduced by any means for non-commercial distribution without addition, 
deletion or amendment, provided an acknowledgement of the source is given and these Terms & Conditions are 
reproduced in full.   
 
These Country & Territory Profiles may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of ITOPF either for 
commercial distribution or with addition, deletion or amendment. 
 

 


