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ABSTRACT: To assist shipowners comply with their
requirements under the international conventions
International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation (ITOPF)
has produced a series of Country Profiles. These documents
are intended to provide a greater overall understanding of
oil spill response and state of preparedness nationally, and
to promote cooperation between shipowners and the various
government and private bodies involved in such matters.
The Profiles, available to all via the Internet (at
www.itopf.com/country_profiles), cover approximately 160
maritime nations and allow users to obtain a quick snapshot
of national response arrangements.

Background

$�SULPDU\�REMHFWLYH�RI�WKH�,02�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQ
RQ�2LO�3ROOXWLRQ�3UHSDUHGQHVV��5HVSRQVH��DQG�&RRSHUDWLRQ�
������235&�&RQYHQWLRQ��LV�WR�HQFRXUDJH�PDULWLPH�QDWLRQV
WR�GHYHORS�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�DQ�DGHTXDWH�V\VWHP�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�RLO
SROOXWLRQ� HPHUJHQFLHV�� :LWKLQ� WKLV� V\VWHP�� WKH� 235&
&RQYHQWLRQ� UHTXLUHV� FRQWUDFWLQJ� SDUWLHV� WR� KDYH� LQ� SODFH� D
QDWLRQDO�RSHUDWLRQDO�FRQWDFW�SRLQW�DQG�D�FRPSHWHQW�QDWLRQDO
DXWKRULW\�ZLWK�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�SUHSDUHGQHVV�DQG�UHVSRQVH�
(DFK� FRXQWU\� VKRXOG� SUHSDUH� D� QDWLRQDO� FRQWLQJHQF\� SODQ
DQG� PDLQWDLQ� D� PLQLPXP� OHYHO� RI� SUH�SRVLWLRQHG� RLO� VSLOO
FRPEDWLQJ�HTXLSPHQW�FRPPHQVXUDWH�ZLWK�WKH�ULVN�LQYROYHG�
1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�WKHVH�UHTXLUHPHQWV��WKH�OHYHO�RI�UHVRXUFHV

DYDLODEOH� DQG� WKH� JHQHUDO� DELOLW\� WR� UHVSRQG� YDULHV� JUHDWO\
IURP� FRXQWU\� WR� FRXQWU\�� GHSHQGLQJ� XSRQ� PDQ\� IDFWRUV
LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI� DQ� RLO� LQGXVWU\� DQG� HFRQRPLF
SURVSHULW\�
7R� IXOILOO� WKH� UHTXLUHPHQWV� IRU�SUH�SRVLWLRQHG� HTXLSPHQW�

PDQ\� FRXQWULHV� UHO\� RQ� WKH� WLHUHG� UHVSRQVH� DSSURDFK
ZKHUHE\�D�QXPEHU�RI�OHYHOV�RI�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�H[SHUWLVH�DUH
PDLQWDLQHG�DQG� FDOOHG�XSRQ� DV� UHTXLUHG��7KHUHIRUH�� D� ORFDO
IDFLOLW\� VXFK� DV� D� UHILQHU\� RU� SRUW� ZLOO� PDLQWDLQ� D� 7LHU� �
FDSDELOLW\� DOORZLQJ� WKHP� WR� DGHTXDWHO\� UHVSRQG� WR� VPDOO
ORFDOLVHG�VSLOOV�RIWHQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�URXWLQH�VKLS�RSHUDWLRQV
VXFK� DV� ORDGLQJ�� GLVFKDUJLQJ� DQG� EXQNHULQJ�� 7KHVH� 7LHU� �
UHVRXUFHV�ZRXOG�WKHQ�EH�VXSSOHPHQWHG�E\�D�7LHU���FDSDELOLW\
WR�FDWHU�IRU�ODUJHU�LQFLGHQWV�VXFK�DV�D�VKLSSLQJ�DFFLGHQW�LQ�D
SRUW�RU�SRUW� DSSURDFKHV��7KH�QDWXUH�RI� WKH�7LHU��� UHVSRQVH
ZRXOG� GHSHQG� RQ� ORFDO� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� EXW� ZRXOG� JHQHUDOO\
LQYROYH� WKH� SRROLQJ� RI� VHYHUDO� 7LHU� �� FDSDELOLWLHV� DQG

QDWLRQDO� JRYHUQPHQW� UHVRXUFHV�� )RU� YHU\� ODUJH� VSLOOV�� D
QXPEHU�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�DYDLODEOH�7LHU���FDSDELOLWLHV�KDYH
EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�VWUDWHJLF�ORFDWLRQV�E\�RLO�FRPSDQLHV�
,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� UHTXLUHPHQWV� RQ� D� VWDWH�� WKH� 235&

&RQYHQWLRQ� DOVR� UHTXLUHV� VKLSV�� RIIVKRUH� SODWIRUPV�� SRUWV
DQG�RLO�WHUPLQDOV�WR�KDYH�RLO�SROOXWLRQ�HPHUJHQF\�SODQV��7KH
UHTXLUHPHQW� IRU� VKLSERDUG� SODQV� KDV� EHHQ� LPSOHPHQWHG
WKURXJK� DQ� DPHQGPHQW�� 5HJXODWLRQ� ���� WR� $QQH[� ,� RI� WKH
0$532/�������&RQYHQWLRQ�ZKHUHE\�RLO� WDQNHUV�RYHU����
*7�DQG�DOO�RWKHU�VKLSV�RI�����*7�DQG�DERYH�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR
FDUU\�DQ�DSSURYHG�SODQ�RQ�ERDUG��7KH�SODQ�PXVW�LQFOXGH�RI�D
OLVW�RI�DXWKRULWLHV�RU�SHUVRQV�WR�EH�FRQWDFWHG�LQ�WKH�HYHQW�RI
DQ�RLO�SROOXWLRQ�LQFLGHQW��DV�ZHOO�DV�GHWDLOV�IRU�FRRUGLQDWLQJ
VKLSERDUG� DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� FRQMXQFWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� GHVLJQDWHG
QDWLRQDO�DQG�ORFDO�DXWKRULWLHV�
,Q�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV��KRZHYHU�� WKH�RZQHU�RI�D�VKLS�FDXVLQJ

DQ� RLO� VSLOO� LV� QRW� UHTXLUHG� WR� RUJDQLVH� WKH� FOHDQ� XS� RU� WR
SURFXUH�DQ\�UHVRXUFHV��+HUH��DQ�DJHQF\�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLOO
DVVXPH�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�RUJDQLVLQJ�DQG�FRQWUROOLQJ�WKH
UHVSRQVH� RSHUDWLRQ�� 7KLV� LV� QRW� WKH� FDVH� LQ� D� QXPEHU� RI
FRXQWULHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�8�6���&DQDGD�DQG� -DSDQ�ZKHUH� WKH
RZQHU� LV� UHTXLUHG� WR� XWLOLVH� SULYDWH� FRQWUDFWRUV� XQGHU� WKH
VXSHUYLVLRQ� RI� D� JRYHUQPHQW� DJHQF\�� %HWZHHQ� WKH� WZR
H[WUHPHV� RI� JRYHUQPHQW�RUJDQLVHG� DQG� VSLOOHU�RUJDQLVHG
UHVSRQVH�DQG�FOHDQ�XS�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�LQWHUPHGLDWH�SRVLWLRQV
WLHG�WR�WKH�WLHUHG�UHVSRQVH�DSSURDFK�

Country Profiles

7R�DVVLVW�VKLSRZQHUV�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKHLU�UHTXLUHPHQWV�XQGHU
WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� &RQYHQWLRQV�� DQG� WR� SURYLGH� DQ� RYHUDOO
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� QDWLRQDO� DUUDQJHPHQWV�� ,723)� KDV
SURGXFHG� D� VHULHV� RI� &RXQWU\� 3URILOHV�� 7KHVH� GRFXPHQWV
VXPPDULVH�WKH�VSLOO�UHVSRQVH�LQ�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����PDULWLPH
QDWLRQV�XQGHU�VHYHQ�PDLQ�KHDGLQJV�

Spill Notification Point.� :KHUH� DSSURSULDWH�� FRQWDFW
GHWDLOV�DUH�SURYLGHG� IRU� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�DXWKRULW\�RIILFLDOO\
GHVLJQDWHG�DV�WKH�DJHQF\�RU�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�ERG\�ZLWKLQ�WKH
FRDVWDO�VWDWH�IRU�WKH�UHFHLSW�DQG�SURFHVVLQJ�RI�UHSRUWV�RI�RLO
VSLOO� LQFLGHQWV�� 'HWDLOV� RI� FRDVWDO� UDGLR� VWDWLRQV� DQG
LQGLYLGXDO�SRUW�FRQWDFWV�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�QRW�LQFOXGHG�

Competent National Authority. 7KLV� LV� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW
DXWKRULW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRDVWDO�VWDWH�ZKLFK��LW�LV�XQGHUVWRRG��KDV
RYHUDOO��OHDG��UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�DUUDQJHPHQWV�WR
GHDO�ZLWK�RLO�VSLOOV�IURP�VKLSV�DQG�WR�ZKLFK�URXWLQH�UHTXHVWV
IRU� DGYLFH� RU� LQIRUPDWLRQ� VKRXOG� EH� GLUHFWHG�� 7KLV



LQIRUPDWLRQ� LV� SURYLGHG� LQ� RUGHU�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� WR� IDFLOLWDWH
LQIRUPDWLRQ�H[FKDQJH�DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ�before�DQ�LQFLGHQW�LQ
RUGHU�WR�DLG�WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�D�FRQWLQJHQF\�SODQ�

Response Arrangements.� 7KLV� VHFWLRQ� HQGHDYRXUV� WR
GHVFULEH� EULHIO\� WKH� DUUDQJHPHQWV� ZLWKLQ� WKH� SDUWLFXODU
FRXQWU\� IRU� UHVSRQGLQJ� WR� DQ� RLO� VSLOO� LQFLGHQW�� 7KH
RUJDQLVDWLRQDO�DUUDQJHPHQWV�DUH�GHVFULEHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQWH[W
RI� WKH� QDWLRQDO� FRQWLQJHQF\� SODQ�� LI� RQH� H[LVWV�� ZLWK
GLVWLQFWLRQV� GUDZQ� DV� DSSURSULDWH� IRU� UHVSRQVH� WR� VSLOOV� DW
VHD��ZLWKLQ�SRUWV�RU�RWKHU�VSHFLILF�ORFDWLRQV��DQG�IRU�RLO�WKDW
UHDFKHV�VKRUHOLQHV�

Response Policy.� 7KLV� VHFWLRQ� GHWDLOV� WKH� EDVLF� VSLOO
UHVSRQVH� SROLF\� RI� D� FRXQWU\� DQG� LWV� DWWLWXGHV� WRZDUGV�� IRU
H[DPSOH�� WKH� XVH� RI� FKHPLFDO� GLVSHUVDQWV� �)LJXUH� ���
FRQWDLQPHQW� DQG� FROOHFWLRQ� RI� RLO� DW� VHD�� SURWHFWLRQ� RI
VHQVLWLYH� UHVRXUFHV�� DQG� VKRUHOLQH� FOHDQXS�� :KLOVW� WKLV� LV
XVHIXO��H[SHULHQFH�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�DQ�DFWXDO
VSLOO�FDQ�FDXVH�D�FRXQWU\� WR�GHSDUW� IURP� LWV�VWDWHG� UHVSRQVH
SROLF\�

Equipment��$�JHQHUDO�LQGLFDWLRQ�LV�JLYHQ�RI�WKH�W\SHV�DQG
DPRXQWV� RI� RLO� VSLOO� FOHDQ�XS� HTXLSPHQW� DQG� PDWHULDOV
DYDLODEOH� IURP� ERWK� JRYHUQPHQW� DJHQFLHV� DQG� SULYDWH
FRPSDQLHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��7KLV� LQFOXGHV� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\
DYDLODEOH�RLO�LQGXVWU\�VSLOO�UHVSRQVH�UHVRXUFHV��)LJXUH����

Previous Spill Experience.�$�EURDG�DQG�EULHI�RYHUYLHZ
LV� SURYLGHG� RI� WKH� UHVSRQVH� WR�� DQG� GDPDJH� FDXVHG� E\�
SUHYLRXV�RLO�VSLOOV�LQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\��7KLV�VHFWLRQ�LV�LQWHQGHG
WR�JLYH�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DSSURDFK�ZKLFK�PD\�EH�IROORZHG
LQ� WKH� HYHQW� RI� D� IXWXUH� VSLOO� LQ� WKDW� FRXQWU\� DQG� WKH
SDUWLFXODU�SUREOHPV�WKDW�PD\�EH�HQFRXQWHUHG�

Conventions.� 7KH� FRXQWU\
V� UDWLILFDWLRQ� RU� RWKHUZLVH� RI
WKH� PRVW� UHOHYDQW� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 0DULWLPH� 2UJDQL]DWLRQ
�,02��&RQYHQWLRQV�LQ�WKH�DUHDV�RI�SROOXWLRQ�SUHYHQWLRQ��RLO
VSLOO�UHVSRQVH�DQG�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�LV�LQGLFDWHG��)LJXUH�����

Regional and Bilateral Agreements.� 7KH� UHOHYDQW
UHJLRQDO�DQG�ELODWHUDO�DJUHHPHQWV�RI�ZKLFK�WKH�FRXQWU\� LV�D
PHPEHU� DUH� OLVWHG�� 7KLV� LQFOXGHV� IUHHVWDQGLQJ� DQG� 81(3
5HJLRQDO�6HDV�&RQYHQWLRQV��)LJXUH�����



Figure 1. Global dispersant usage policies



Figure 2. Internationally available oil industry spill response resources



Figure 3. Status of Civil Liability and Fund Conventions



Figure 4. Some regional oil spill agreements



Internet Access

:KLOH� SULPDULO\� SUHSDUHG� WR� DVVLVW� VKLSRZQHUV�� WKH
&RXQWU\� 3URILOHV� KDYH� SURYHQ� WR� EH� RI� YDOXH� WR� D� ZLGH
YDULHW\�RI�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ��WUDQVSRUW
RU� KDQGOLQJ� RI� RLO� SURGXFWV�� RU� LQ� WKH� SUHSDUDWLRQ� IRU� DQG
UHVSRQVH�WR�RLO�VSLOOV��,Q�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�WKH�&RXQWU\�3URILOHV
ZLGHO\� DYDLODEOH� WR� DOO� SRWHQWLDO� XVHUV�� WKH\� DUH� IUHHO\
DYDLODEOH� RQ� WKH� ,QWHUQHW�� VXEMHFW� WR� FHUWDLQ� WHUPV� DQG
FRQGLWLRQV�� DW�www.itopf.com/country_profiles�� DV�SDUW� RI
WKH� ,723)� ZHEVLWH�� 7KH\� DUH� SUHVHQWHG� XVLQJ� D� VWDQGDUG
$GREH� $FUREDW� IRUPDW� WR� IDFLOLWDWH� DFFHVV� E\� DOO� ,QWHUQHW
XVHUV�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�W\SH�RI�KDUGZDUH�RU�EURZVHU��,Q� WKLV
ZD\�� WKH� 3URILOHV� FDQ� EH� SULQWHG� RU� LQFRUSRUDWHG� LQWR
FRQWLQJHQF\� SODQV� DQG� RWKHU� GRFXPHQWV�� EXW� LW� LV� QRW
SRVVLEOH� WR� DOWHU� HLWKHU� WKHLU� WH[W� RU� DSSHDUDQFH�� %RWK� WKH
FRPSOHWH� VHW� RI� 3URILOHV� DQG� D� QXPEHU� RI� VPDOO� JURXSV�
VHOHFWHG� E\� JHRJUDSKLF� DUHD� RU� GDWH� RI� ODVW� XSGDWH�� DUH
DYDLODEOH�

Updating

7KH�3URILOHV�DUH�XSGDWHG�LQ�WZR�ZD\V��1HZ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV
DGGHG� RQ� DQ� RQJRLQJ� EDVLV� DV� LW� LV� UHFHLYHG�� HLWKHU� IURP
SXEOLVKHG�VRXUFHV�RU�JDWKHUHG�WKURXJK�,723)��DWWHQGDQFH�DW
FRQIHUHQFHV�� VSLOOV� RU� RQ� DGYLVRU\� DVVLJQPHQWV�� � 7KH
&RQYHQWLRQ� WDEOHV� DUH� XSGDWHG� HYHU\� PRQWK� DV� QHZ
LQIRUPDWLRQ� EHFRPHV� DYDLODEOH� RQ� WKH� ,02¶V� ZHEVLWH�� ,Q

DGGLWLRQ��D� VWUXFWXUHG�DQG�DFWLYH�SURJUDPPH�RI�XSGDWLQJ� LV
LQ� SODFH�� ZLWK� WKH� LQWHQWLRQ� RI� WKRURXJKO\� UHYLHZLQJ� HDFK
3URILOH� RQFH� HYHU\� WZR� \HDUV� ZLWK� WKH� FRRSHUDWLRQ� RI
JRYHUQPHQWV�� 8SGDWLQJ� LV� EHLQJ� FDUULHG� RXW� RQ� D� UROOLQJ
EDVLV�UHJLRQ�E\�UHJLRQ��VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��0LGGOH
(DVW� DQG�6RXWK�(DVW�$VLD�� � �$OWHUDWLRQV� WR� WKH�3URILOHV� DUH
XSORDGHG�RQWR�WKH�ZHEVLWH�RQFH�HYHU\�PRQWK�

Biography
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