Winner of 6th ITOPF R&D Award is Announced
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The winner of the 6th ITOPF R&D Award is announced
We are pleased to announce that the beneficiary of the 6th annual ITOPF R&D Award is the Virtual Reality Lab, College of Transport & Communication of Shanghai Maritime University, China. The award will support a two-year project called the ‘Real Spill Response Game’ (RSRG) under the lead of Professor Xin Zhang. RSRG is an exercise platform designed to improve preparedness and training for oil spills. 
Current exercises and training programmes sometimes lack efficient methods of evaluating performance and feeding back information to participants. There is, therefore, a need to develop realistic and flexible multi-user training environments in which coordinated spill response can be practiced and lessons learned.  RSRG will use virtual reality to conduct multi-organisational oil spill response exercises in a repeatable and traceable way and at a lower cost than traditional exercises. The R&D Award Committee also recognised that RSRG is capable of being expanded to include other languages and countries.
ITOPF’s Managing Director, Dr. Karen Purnell, said “This is an excellent initiative that will provide a realistic and fun way to promote good practice in spill preparedness and response.  We also expect that the project will reinforce the good relationships that ITOPF has developed amongst the oil spill response community in China. “
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since the ITOPF R&D Award was set up in 2011, £250,000 has now been distributed to five separate R&D projects worldwide, supporting ideas that could provide realistic solutions to some of the challenges faced in spill response and environmental monitoring.  
Information on ITOPF’s R&D Award including updates on previous award winners can be found on our website: www.itopf.com/RD-Award. Potential candidates should not hesitate to contact us if they have any questions regarding the Award, or if they are unsure whether their project will qualify, by emailing us at rdaward@itopf.com.
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Notes on ITOPF
1. The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (ITOPF) was established as a non-profit making service organisation in 1968. In the early days its principal function was the administration of the TOVALOP voluntary oil spill compensation agreement. However, for the past 45 years ITOPF has also provided a broad range of technical services in the field of marine pollution to and on behalf of shipowners, their P&I insurers and other groups such as the International Oil Pollution Compensation Funds, as well as to the community at large. 

2. ITOPF's Membership currently comprises some 7,700 owners and bareboat charterers of approximately 13,000 tank vessels with a total gross tonnage of about 405 million GT.  The organisation also benefits from the participation of 772 million GT of non-tanker tonnage owned and operated by its Associates.

3.  ITOPF's priority service is responding to accidental marine spills and the organisation's team of highly experienced technical staff are at constant readiness to travel anywhere in the world at a few hours’ notice. Since 1978 ITOPF staff have attended on-site at over 770 incidents around the world, giving the organisation unparalleled practical experience of the realities of combating major marine spills. ITOPF also:

· assesses the damage caused by spills to the environment and economic resources; 
· provides advice on the technical merits of claims for compensation; 
· conducts contingency planning, advisory and training assignments; 
· produces a wide range of technical publications; and
· maintains various databases as well as a website at http://www.itopf.com

4.  	For further information contact:

		Dr Karen Purnell (Managing Director)
Mrs Deborah McKendrick (Information Officer)
		The International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Limited (ITOPF)
		1 Oliver’s Yard, 55 City Road, London EC1Y 1HQ

		Tel:  +44 (0)20 7566 6999
		Fax: +44 (0)20 7566 6950
		Email: deborahmckendrick@itopf.com
		Web: www.itopf.com		
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